de story 
de story My Pr 


169 _side story Love's Hand (Gream) Magic 


episode.38 


I WENT AND. 
BLURTED OUT 
MY FEELINGS 
FOR KLUIZLIM/... 


.. - BEFORE I'D 
EVEN COME TO 
UNDERSTAND 
THEM MYSELF. 


ANT 


episode.38 | Like You 


NO MATTER 
HOW MANY 
TIMES I'VE 
TRIED TO 
DENY IT, THE | 
TRUTH 18... 


WHEN WAS 
IT THAT I 
FIRST FELL 
FOR HIM? 


HE'S SO 
PLAIN 


AND 
AwelRD G8ORING, 
GUY WITH 
NOTHING 


ABOUT HIM 
THAT REALLY 
GRABS YOU, 


WE'LL STAND 
SIDE BY 
SIDE, WE'LL 
FACE EACH 
OTHER— 


WON'T BE 
UNEQUAL 


ANYMORE, 


Z = 
>> 
S42 


KUZUMI'S 
OUT TOO... 
I WONDER 
WHAT'S 
GOING ON 
WITH THOSE 


WORRIED 
ABOUT IT 
LAST NIGHT, 
I COULDN'T 
SLEEP... 


SAN SEEMED 
PRETTY DOWN 
ABOUT THE 
WHOLE THING 
T HOPE WITH NARITA 


NOTHING SAN: 
SERIOUS... 
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I GUESS T 
SHOULDN'T BE 
SURPRISED YOU 
KNOW SAKURA 
SO WELL 
APTER BEING 
FRIENDS FOR 


WHEN 
ERIKA'S DOWN, 
SHE FORCES 
HERSELF 
It TO MAKE IT 
INEVITABLY — LOOK LIKE 
ENDS UP = EVERYTHING 
SHOWING IS FINE. 
THROUGH, 
THOUGH. 


WHY...2 

BECALISE j 
hie : { WH-WHAT 
STUDYING. N HAPPENED, 
WHY SAKURA? 


ARE YOU 
WEARING 
THOSE 
GLASSES? 


y IF I HAVE 
TO DESTROY 
MYSELF OVER 
SOMETHING, 

I MIGHT AS TODAY, T'LL 


sakura's VY WELL PICK MY Live FOR MY 
CTING $o EDUCATION OVER STUDIES. 
AyEIRDII! : ACTUALLY HAS 


I Just 
| THINK IT'S. : 
BEST TO START 
PREPARING TO i ie THE 
TACKLE OUR 7 ORLD 
ENTRANCE HAPPENED 


EXAMS, DON'T \ \\ To you? 
you? 


gaucceere 
~ 


KUZUMI... 
SAKURA...? 


\ Gan 
= 7) ) 
OW A THAT WAS 
your A WASTE 
BOOKS L OF FIVE 
UPSIDE- : ofeR SECONDS. 
DOWN... = 0 ) ETEP ON 


THE WAY TO 
PASSING THE 
EXAM. 


BUT 
SOMETHING 
DEFINITELY 
HAPPENED. 
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OH, ERIKA, 
YOU'RE 
STUDYING? 


JURI MIGHT 
HAVE PICKED 
UP ON THE 
FACT THAT 
SOMETHING'S 
SHE HAS ~ WRONG. 
MOMENTS 
WHERE HER 
INTUITION 
IS SPOT- 
ON. 


I WANNA 

HELP YOU 

HOWEVER I 
TURH Lf CAN... 


LAUNCHING 
A SURPRISE 
ATTACK! 


YOU'RE 
WEARING 
GLASSES. 


ACTUALLY, 
SOMETHING'S 
BEEN 
NAGGING 
You AT ME 
DON'T SEEM = —_— WHILE 
TO BEHAVING WATCHING 
MUCH FUN You. 
OVER HERE, 
ERIKA... 


WOULDN'T THIS 
ONE BE MORE 
INTERESTING!? 


Two girls 
have 
confessed 
their | 
feelings 

to Tom. 


\s | can't get rid 
Zi Via 


A. Jessie you think 
e Tom chose, 
B. Stephanie Jessie or 
Stephanie? 


SKILLS AND \ WW 7, SINCE 
T’D DITCH 
TRAINING? A GUY LIKE LOVE IS AN 
‘Gay aN INEFFICIENT 


GAINING 
WHATH2 


OTHER GIRL 
TO INCREASE 
OuR 
KNOWLEDGE. 


THERE ARE 
WOMEN 
EVEN AMPLE CONTINUE TO 


HOME-STUDY IN ORDER HAVE MORE 


WHAT OPTIONS. TO PURSUE AND MORE 
OPPORTUNI- 


HAPPENED 
TO TOM!!2 Tiles. 
Lx THE RIGHT 
QUALIFICA- 


ND WHO TIONS. 


Is THIS! 


: > > — SOMEDAY, 
THIS HAS : YOU COULD 


NOTHING Nyy ‘ EVEN BECOME 
| THE CEO OF 


YOUR OWN 
COMPANY. 


RATHER 

THAN WASTE 
SO MUCH TIME 

ON LOVE, I 
THINK THOSE 
GIRLS SHOULD 
INVEST TIME IN 
THEMSELVES. 


GOING ON? 


N 


“rs b } 
‘Ss DO {SN 1 
THIS ONE ua s3 
NEXT... Fae 
YOUR FUNNY 
COMEDIC!!! 
’ TIMING IS 
oe é iy aah HILAAARI- 
SAY THAT. tm 


YOU GUYS 
HAD A FIGHT, 
YOU CAN 
STILL DO 
SOMETHING 
ABOUT IT. 


wT/M NOT 
BOTHERED 
ABOUT IT. 


I’M SORRY 
FOR ACTING 
SO WEIRD ON 
VALENTINE’S 


700, j 
SAKURA “tp 


KS 
LIKE IT WAS 
REJECTED 
TOO. 
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SaKURA- 
SAN, HOW 
CAN YoU BE 


THISH? 
vu 


FEELINGS SEEM 
TO BUBBLE 
RIGHT. UP. 


IF i : 
EVERYTHING \ I WONDER 
I THOUGHT ABOUT ALL 
WAS SO FUN j THE TIMES I'VE 
WAS JUST A HUNG OUT WITH 
BURDEN TO KUZUMI-KUN UP 
HIM. TIL NOW... 


Justan —_|/ 
INCONVENIENCE 
FOR 


KUZUMI...? 


THINKING 
ABOUT 


IHave _IT ANY 
KK wT | NO IDEA FURTHER 
WHAT WILL SCARES 


WHAT'RE 
YOU DOING, 
SPACING 
OUT LIKE 


KUZUMI!! 
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I BET 
YOU WERE 
STARING AT 
BIRDS OR 
SOMETHING. 


you 
CALM 
DOWN!! 


I REALLY 
THINK YOU 
SHOULD TRY 
TALKING TO 
KUZUMI-KUN 
AGAI— 


OFFICE. 


You 
AT LEAST 
NEED TO 
WASH YOUR 
UNIFORM. 


SOMETHING 
MUST HAVE 
HAPPENED. 


Just MY 
SAYING IT 
LIKED You 


LIKE NOTHING 
HAPPENED 
AND GO BACK 
TO HOW 
YOU WERE 

BEFORE. 


YOU'RE EVEN 
MORE DIM- 
WITTED THAN 
USUAL TODAY. 
I CAN'T STAND 
TO WATCH. 


sel DIDN'T 
MEAN 
TOBEA 

NUISANCE. 
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THIS 1S 
FOR THE 
BEST. 


episode.39 


I DION'T 
MEAN TO 
BEA 
NUISANCE, 


THEY GET 
EACH TIME 
THEY 00, THEY ated 


THEN PLULL 


HURT EACH APART. 


OTHER AND 
THEMSELVES. 
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episode.39 Friendship, Etc. 


KUZUMI 
IS THE 


A NEWSPAPER 
FROM THE 
CONVENIENCE 


HE SEEMS 
SO DOWN 
LATELY. 


I 
WONDER IF 
SOMETHING 


DID HE 
FORGET 
SOME- 
THING? 


35 


THIS KID | 

SEEMS A 
REALLY i 
SCARY. = 


+" 


oS 
KUZUMI 
HERE? 


KACHAK 


UMM. 


WHO'RE 
You? 


HE 
DEFINITELY 
JUST SAID 

HE WAS 
GONNA 
PUNCH 

HIM! 


WHAT'S 
WITH THIS 
VIBE? IT'S 
UKE HE'S 


READY TO 
FIGHT... 


ACTUALLY, 
T'M THE 
ONE WHO 
SHOULD BE 
; APOLOGIZING 

IM A FOR SHOWING 
KUZUMI'S “Up witHouT 
CLASSMATE, INTRODUCING 
TOORU MYSELF 
MISAKI. PROPERLY. 


WELL... 
THIS KID 


ACTUALLY 
HAS SOME 
DECENT 
MANNERS. 
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ARE 


YOU...A 
FRIEND 
OF HIS? 


WELL, WHEW \ 
HE DID I NY \\ 7 
FORMALLY dil 
INTRODLICE 
ve HIMSELE. ) 
CAN'T BE 
A BAD KiD, aes 
RIGHT? <= See 
y / ; TM 
| | SORRY 
Q) if NY \\ TO STOP 
q )) | /\\ \ \ By 
\\ \ DURING 
L BUT I 
\ 0) mee 
_~ Ric. 7 A LON 
\ OKAY. Lo 
\ vA 
i wa ‘COS I'M 
THISIKID! S. \ GONNA 
IDEEINITELY:. SETTLE 
WERE, TONIC IT IN ONE 
ATE/C, BLow. 


= 


HE'S 
“J AH, BUT MY DEFI- 
SON WON'T NITELY 
BE HOME FOR GONNA 
SOME TIME! | ar 
THAT'S ALL asa HME 
RIGHT. I faniee 
CAN WAIT. CANNY, 
TO FIGHT MY 
LF SONI! 
LAP 
\ No, YOU I PROMISE 
\ REALLY I WON'T BE 
\ DON'T NEED ANY TROUBLE. 
J TO WORRY TLL STAY OUT 
ABOUT / OF YOUR 
WAIT, BEING IN y j 
THAT'S THE WAY. / | 
NOT THE 
ISSUE. 


WAY. 


SOMETHING AN 
OVERPROTECTIVE 
FATHER WOLILD 
SAY ABOUT HIS 
DAUGHTER! 


IF I DON'T 
DO THAT, T 
CAN'T MAKE 
HIM SAY HOW 
HE REALLY 
FEELS. 


DM GX >) p 
sorry 7 — a _— wee Be 
FOR THE { THINK OF BACK. 
INTRUSION. \ | | SOMETHING 
\ | ELSE. - 
\ A 
NA) / 
{ / 


TIME LIKE 
THIS!? 


SORRY TO 
ASK WHEN 
YOU JUST 
GOT BACK, 
BUT COULD 
YOU GO BLY 
SOME CURRY 
ROUX? 


oe 


THE 
GROCERY 
STORE BY 
THE RIVER 
SHOULD BE 
CHEAPEST. 


I GUESS... 
SOMETIMES A 
CONFRONTATION 
IS. NEEDED. 


YOU'RE AS 
SLOW IN 
ACTION AS 
YOU ARE IN 
THOUGHT. 


YA Gol! 


$0 you 
CAN TAKE 
SOMETHING 


LISTEN. 
I'VE GOT 
SOMETHING 
TO SAY TO 
you... 


WERE You : . 
SCARED? Lear 


DID 
YOU THINK woe 
YOU TWO Vee 
WEREN'T A ' 


GOOD FIT? 


I WAS 
PLANNING 
TO PUNCH 
BUT YOU THE 
I DON'T MOMENT 


EVEN I SAW 
FEEL LIKE you. 
DOING 
THAT 
NOW. 


WELL, T 
GUESS T 
DON'T HAVE 
te bn : TO WORRY 
BAD TASTE SY Guess eTTING IN 
IN GUYS « eae : 
5 ‘ GONG THE Way |< 
THOUGH. Geter ANYMORE. Ass 
oe ; SAKURA 
* tay AGAIN. 


IF SHE'S 
NO FUN, 

TLL JUST 
BREAK UP 
WITH HER. 
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YOU'RE 
SO WEAK. 
THAT'S 
WHAT You 
GET FOR 
COMING 

AT ME! 


TAKE 
THAT! 


PACT THAT \ 
YOU TURNED YOU'RE JUST... 


AWAY FROM REGRETTING, 
HER? AREN'T you? 


DON'T 
SAY 
ANYTHING, 
THEN. 


IF YOU 
RUN AWAY 
AGAIN, T’LL 
KICK YOUR 

ASS. 


+ WHAT- 


THERE'S NO 

POINT IN ME 

STICKING MY 
NOSE ANY 
FURTHER 
INTO THIS. 
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SORRY, I 
GOT WORRIED 
AFTER ALL, 
60 I HAD TO 
COME CHECK 
ON MY SON IN 
SECRET. 


My SON ) 
JUST WENT >= 
TO BUY THE 
ROUX. 


T THINK YOU 
WERE THE 
COOLEST I'VE 
EVER SEEN. 


YOU'RE 
A GOOD 
EGG, 
KID. 
WANNA 
COME HAVE 
CURRY 


WITH US?? 
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i | | 
KUZUMI! i] a IT's 


BUT IT 
DON'T 
SENSE ANY 
ANIMOSITY 
BETWEEN 
ACTUALLY, 
THE AIR. THEM. 


BETWEEN 
THEM SEEMS 
TO HAVE 
CLEARED. 


DID THE 
TWO OF 
THEM 
GET INA 
FIGHT? 


episode.40 
J 


Ti. 


INN 


55 


WELL, 
you 
SURE 
PUT IN 
SOME 
EFFORT 
TODAY. 


+ REALLY?- 


episode.40 Really, Really 


\\ 
] / 
\ 
So 
J 
{ 
ee 
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}| aust ONE 
PACK FOR 
H\ waite vay? 


HUH? 
YOU DON'T 
REMEMBER 
It ME? 
WAS LAST 
CHRISTMAS, 
WHEN WE... 


LOOKING THAT 
TRIGGERED 


YOUR 
MEMORY? 


TLL SHOW 
YOU HOW 
IT'S DONE. 


OH, UM, 
YOU'RE 
ERIKA'S... 


$0 THAT'S \- 
| WHY THINGS 
BETWEEN YOU 
TWO HAVE 
BEEN SO 
BUT...ARE WEIRD... 
YOU OKAY 
WITH THIS, 


i 
nt 


iy Ny 
WHEN I TOLD 
PREPARED isn't // i 
PREPARED it My 
MYSELF FOR THE WHETHER |/ f N \) 
CHANCE THINGS NHETHEF ww 
WOULDN'T GO : 
N 


AND BACK TO THE 
THEY WAY THEY 
WON'T... WERE. 


ONE WHO'S 
MESSED 
up OUR 

RELATION- 

SHIP. 


+ GOING TO 
THE MOVIES 
- WATCHING TOGETHER... ENE, 
roeeTiats TOGETHER... 
ALL BOWE TOGETHER... 
NOW... 
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DOESN'T 
SEEM THE , 
TYPE TO JUST 
RUN OFF AND | " 
LEAVE THINGS 
LIKE THIS... 


NOTHING 
LIKE THAT. 


KUZUMI'S 


THE LAST 
PERSON I'D 
EXPECT TO 
HIDE SOME- 
THING... 


YOU DON'T 
THINK HE HAS 
A GIRLFRIEND 

OR 

SOMETHING, 

DO YOu? 
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JUST NOW, 
A GuY WHO 


LOOKED LIKE 


KUZUMI WAS 


WE WON'T 
KNOW 
UNLESS WE 
ASK KUZUMI 


THEY'RE 
CONSPIR- 
ING. 


U f 


(fA Ss 
Sg 


EN Ag 


Y 


Wuispen 


IT'S A BIG 
SHOPPING 
MALL. THERE'S 


NO WAY WE'LL. \ 
RUN INTO ian 
THEM AGAIN. / yrencens zt 


ARE 
‘STRAD 


BUT...WE 

HAVE NO. 

IDEA WHERE 
KUZUMI 
WENT... 


HUH... 
ARE YOU 
TWO REALLY 
THAT INTO 


RIGHT. NO 
WAY... 


SAKURA, 
Come 
LooK 
Too! 


KUZUMI AND 
THAT GIRL 
JUST WENT Via 
\, IN THERE... 


Ou. 


rip SAKURA, 


LOOK OVER 
HERE 
FIRSTI 


8 
pip fll Se So 
MIS- 
on PER- 
\ UNDER- 
/\ sTaND- ,, MEET: 
(wel! 
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YOU GUYS 
ARE BEING 
TOTALLY 
SUSPICIOUS. 


RIGHT, WE BE 
TCHIKAWA HIDING!? IT's LIKE 
me see YOU'RE HIDING 
SOMETHING... 


ones = = ISTAAARE} 
h 1 = 
LS HAVE BEEN {E— : SORRY. =: (we 
| WHISPERING Aeros 
AND ALL u os HAVE = ~ 
— vouBTeo A 
you. 


SIR, TLL 
SHOW YOU 
TO THE 
CHANGIN 
ROOM. 


Se ¥ 
WHO LOOKED 


LIKE 
KUZUAL 


ANYTHING. 


ARE YOU 


\ KUZUMI 
_ SEEMS 
TO BE 
IF THAT'S ENJOYING 
WHAT YOU & SHOPPING 
ON HIS 
OWN. 


I GUESS 
WE SHOULD let's suet 
PRETEND HAVE FUN 
WE DIDN'T \ s | DOING 
SEE KUZUMI ¢ ~ OUR OWN 
WALKING WITH : SHOPPING. 
THAT GIRL : 
EITHER. 


| 


PS WELL...I'M 
b NOT SURE 


SHE'S HIS 
GIRLFRIEND. 


WE ALREADY 
HAD A GrRL- 
>| FRIEND!? 


WITH HIS 
GIRLFRIEND, 


KUZUMI'S 
TRUE 
FEELINGS... 


sree WHO 
ARE YOU? 


HUH? 


WAL... 


AVOIDING 
ME. 
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KUZUMI- 


KUN, 
HOW'S THE 
sp \ OUTFIT? 
AN 


SiS, WHY 


THE SAKURA 
See ean oF ARE YOU 
Beavers, HERE WITH 
KUZUMI...? 


I TOLD HIM 
CHOCOLATES 
WERE BORING, 
SO HE SHOULD 
COME UP WITH 
A SURPRISE. 


BUT THAT [/ , 
outeir \ i, ay ee 
MAKES . f 

HIM LOOK [ \| Ce neee 

SUPER | > = WEREN'T | 

SKETCHY! sont _} YOU? 


WEREN'T 
YOu... 
AVOIDING 


IF HE WERE 
AVOIDING YOU, 
WOULD HE 
HAVE GONE 
TO ALL THIS 
TROUBLE? 


THAT 
MEANS 


WMey BOTH 


I'VE ALWAYS 
— [= THOUGHT MY 
= FEELINGS | 
' WERE ONLY | 
} ONE-SIDED. 


THIS 1S THE 
FIRST TIME 
IT PEEL LIKE 
THEY'VE 
GENUINELY, 
CONNECTED, 


FINALLY... 


I JUST KEPT 
WISHING IT 
WOULD BE AS 
IF IT NEVER 
HAPPENED... 


FOR THIS IS 
KUZUMI EVERY- 
TO GIVE THING I 
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CONFESSED, 

f AND T HAD 
| AFTERWARD, DESTROYED 
I OUR RELA- 
A REGRETTED TIONSHIP. 


| A\ sayne 


ANYTHING... 


BUT I’M JUST 
SO SUPER 
HAPPY THINGS 
HAVE GONE 
BACK TO THE 
WAY THEY 
WERE! 


U 


u 
HEY, ERIKA, 
HE'S NOT 
ACTUALLY... 


DON'T 
WORRY, 
q TT's ALL 
RUC: \ RIGHT.../ 
WON'T TRY 
TO THROW 
OFF OUR 
RELATIONSHIP 
‘ANYMORE! 


ABOUT WE 
HAVE SOME 
ICE CREAM 
AND HEAD 
HOME...?. 


episode.41 


I NEVER 
WOULDA 
THOUGHT I'D 
BE ABLE TO 
TALK TO YOU 
LIKE THIS 
BACK IN MY 
FIRST YEAR. 


$0 
WE'RE THIRD- 
YEARS IN 
HIGH SCHOOL 
NOW... 


LOOKING CLASS 
FORWARD AGAIN. 


episode.41 It’s Your Timing 
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VF me. Na 


SAKURA- 
SAN, 
OVER 
aa HERE! 
MORNING. ae 
vu 


+ SOME- 
HOW... 


walT PEELS 
LIKE THINGS 
HAVE BEEN 
FLIPPED 
AROUND... 


RY 
ERO RNING 


I WONDER SAKURA 
IF SHE'S DOESN'T 
FORGOTTEN APPEAR TO 
KUZUMI... BE PAYING 
‘e \ KUZUMI 
| { ANY 
sy ( a AND NOW _ NOTICE. 
‘ < Tuar’s \ IT FEELS LIKE 
% Nori. | as KUZUMI IS THE 
SAkUR4/ ONE WITH AN 
SS SAAANTS yt UNREQUITED 
J 7 CRUSH. 


IT’S LIKE 
SHE'S PUT A 
LID ON HER 

FEELINGS. 


SHE THINKS 
IF SHE JUST 
ACTS LIKE 
EVERYTHING'S 
SHE WON'T NORMAL... 
BOTHER OR 
HURT HIM. 


THEY SEEMED 
SO CLOSE TO 
RECIPROCATING 
EACH OTHER'S 
FEELINGS... 


I HAVE TO 00 
SOMETHING TO 
GET KUZUM/ 
AND SAKURA'S 
LOVE TO 
BLOSSOM... 


REMEMBER 
us 


BECOMING 
BEST 
FRIENDS. 


T'VE BEEN 
WORRIED 
ABOUT THE 


ARE WE 


PULLING A 


THING? 


YES. 


BUT WHY 
ARE YOU ALL 
SURROUNDING 
ME? 


WAKA- 
CHAN...ARE 


WHAT 
ARE WE 
TALKING 
ABOUT? 


MSAK 
LOST TO 


SOMEONE, 


PLEASE FILL 
ME IN ON 
-/ \ THE veTalLs 
you LATER! 
GUYS... 
; COME 
: / THIS FAR 
wit 
' r} THEM. 


Ie 
WE NEED evERY- 
TO RETURN ONE'S 
HER FORMER id 
“ROMANCE tea 
MODE"!! ONE THING 


if «YOU'RE 
{ ACTUALLY 
THINKING 
FOR 


ONCE. 


HOW DO 


WE GET HER 
BACK INTO 
ROMANCE 
MODE!? 


a / WHY DO 


IT's 
= eras NOT LIKE 
=| f / SUFFER SO THERE'S 
=| Y, WHEN THEY A 

LISTEN, FALL FOR 
he SOMEONE... SWITCH 
A . WHAT Is OR ANY- 
“Love” THING... 


| Z-/ someraine M-MAKE : 
HAS TO h HER HEART / \- i BECAUSE 


HAPPEN TO | POUND...? i SOME- THEY'RE 
+ THING IN LOVE!! 
HAS TO 
HAPPEN 
TO MAKE 
SAKURA'S 
HEART 
POUND!! 


ICHIKAWA 
AND I WERE 


PLENTY OF 
EXPERIENCE!! 


‘THE CLERK AT 
THE SCHOOL 
STORE SAYS 
WY TO ME, IT 


THINK WE UMM 


SHOULD JUST a 
HANG BACK NN} |] soppy 10 
A LITTLE ‘ N 7 EXTINGUISH 


YOUR 
MORE. EXCITEMENT. 


ExmiPlen J! EFORCE IT. 


HER OWN. 


wT HE WAY HE 
TAKES TIME 
TO PROPERLY 
DIVIDE UP THE 
RECYCLING. 


WELL, THEN. 
HOW ABOUT — HUH!? 
THEWAY THAT'S 


HE CAN SO 
SKILLFULLY LAME? 


IMITATE THE 
CALLS OF 
DIFFERENT 
BIRDSH? 


A-ANYWAY, 
WE HAVE 
TO RETURN 
SAKURA TO 


ROMANCE 
MODE... 


AND SHE 
ALREADY 

MAYBE NOW PUT Barer —\y) «ERIKA 
SHE'S JUS’ NS PROBABLY 
TRYING NOT THERE. = ALREADY 
TO THINK KNOWS HOW 
ABOUT HIM ~\ SHE FEELS. 
THAT WAY | 1 { 
ANYMORE... 


ARE YOU 
SAYING? 


WHAT IF 
KUZUMI 
HEARS— 
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HAVE 
YOU NOTICED 


EVEN BIGGER 
FOLLOWING 
LATELY? f 


THERE ARE 
PROBABLY TONS 
OF OTHER GUYS 


NO FAIR! 
I WANNA 
ASK HER 


KUZUMI... 


WHAT 
WERE YOU 
DOING 
HERE? BIRD- 
WATCHING? 


AH, 
BeT I 
KNOW 
WHY. 


IT's 
BECAUSE IT’S 
HER LAST 
CULTURE 
FESTIVAL. 


pees 


© 


(| THAT WAS 
»| OUT OF 


ZF )\ context... 


BUT WE 
CAN'T GET 
CAUGHT UP 

IN WORRYING 
ABOUT THAT. 


on THEN DIFFER- 
MAYBE YOU ENT 
JUST HAVE 
TO DIVE 
HEADFIRST 
INTO HER 
WoRLD! 
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wed 
THOUGHT 
I HEARD 
SOMEONE 
CALL MY 
NAME... 


PASH non | oASH 
\, ‘DAS ‘AS 
NT 


SAKURA- 
SAN, HAVE 
YOU PICKED 


OUT SHIFTS Lf J THEN 
FOR y 


“| PLEASE 
WALKING ‘ ACCEPT MY 
INVITATION!! 


L..1 
APPRECIATE 
YOUR ASKING 
ME, BLT... 


THERE'S 
KUZUMU! 


WHOA!! 


WHAT 
ts your 
DEALI!? 


REMEMBER? 
HE WAS THE 
UNDERSTUDY 


WHO PLAYED 
THE PRINCE 


IN SAKURA- 
SAN'S CLASS 
PLAY... 


A \ 
, Si S| ame 
By) 
tly, Ny is VARI CoM TO 
ti, MY RESCUE 
ay = 4 TENE 
GETTING =f - THAT'S SEES MEIN 
CNS = 5 AlLir TROUBLE... 
NORMAL... \ |S 


Y 
Mayu 


RW 
wil, 


nese YZ 
DON'T LET ZZ 


Alpin 


\\ 


I COULDN'T A\\ \\ a 
sure eau” ((S\\ <7 / WHAT!? HE 
wero ron HEAR HIM. 1 MARCA CONFESSED!” 
SPEAK UP IN vo v \ 
SUCH A BIG an / 


KUZUMI 2\y) 
h 


THERE'S 
NO WAY 
SAKURA-SAN 
WOULD GO 
WITH HIM. 


episode.42 


I LIKE 
YOu, 


1 EVEN ey) 


' 


HE DID'SAY. 


\ 


episode.42 Don’t Look Back 


WE NEED 
FIVE 
ORDERS! 


SAYING SO 
IN FRONT OF 
ALL THOSE 
PEOPLE WAS 
SO EMBAR- 
RASSING. 


REALLY 
SAID... 


HIM, 
LOOKING ME 
DIRECTLY IN 
THE EYE AND 
TELLING ME. 


WHAT'S 
“que. | PLEASE! 
Hu 
CROWD? a Oe. 
pla \ Xe SO MANY 
Abne V WN PEOPLE!? 
A CULTURE \ EASE Y/ '” A 
PESTIVALI? \ eo) 
oo hw N 
Vat 
yY CONSIDER 
Pu IT IF You ihe 
buy if. BLY SOME ate 
turee \fA TAKOYAKI. KUN! 
ani = 
servings [A / LET'S WALK 
AROUND 
THE SCHOOL 
TOGETHER! 


ORDER FOR 
q THREE AND 
WE'RE 
INSANELY ORDER 
on POPULAR. FOR FIVE, 
=o \ PLEASE! 
PLEASE! ¢ - 


I'D JUST LIKE 
SAKURA-SAN, 
PLEASE. 


THERE ARE 
EVEN PEOPLE 
ORDERING 
| STUFF THAT 
y HAS NOTHING 
“\ “To 00 WITH 


TAKOYAKI. 


dieag \ 
ee 
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WE'RE 
RIGHT AT 


V-NO ONE IV 
PARTICULAR. 
JUST 
THIVKING 
IT MIGHT BE 
MICE TO WALK 
AROUND THE 
FESTIVAL WITH 
‘SOMEOWE. 


WE COULD 


WE'D.60 CLASSES’ 
INTO THE EXHIBITS. 


SCARED, I'D 
INSTINCTIVELY 
GRAB ON 


PLEASE 
DON'T SHIRK 
YOUR WORK 

TO STARE 
OFF INTO 
SPACE. 


JUST 
WHO 
ARE YOU 
THINKING 
OF? 


1couLD 


wecoulp _ INTO 
GET CREPES eo 
OGETHER. 

TOOETHER. ow AND 


WE'D LOOK 
INTO EACH 
OTHER'S 
EYES, NOT 
PULLING 
APART 


KYAAML ONT! 
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103 


ay 
AN 4 Quit 


S A-ALL 

\\ OBSESSING 

\ RIGHT OVER KUZUMI 
AND FOCUS 
ON THE TASK 


FH : AT HAND. 


OKAY. (i) / 
\ ALL RIGHT, 
THREE 
ORDERS 
READY. 


KUT 
UU 
UL 


N 


SIGNS (L-R): BUTTERED POTATOES, YAKISOBA, CREPES 


NOW HE'S 
ORDERS as 

q WAY OVER 
PLEASE. THERE... 


THE TASK 
ae AT HAND. 


LEAST, 


I CAN 
GET THIS 
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CAN’ 
cerour KEEP. 


THE JOB! 


KUZUMI 
JUST TOOK 
HIS BREAK 
TOO! 


LEAVE NOW. 


MAKE SURE 
YOU CHECK 
YOUR FACE 
IN A MIRROR 
FIRST. 
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FINALLY. } ~ 


+. BUT YOU 
REALLY JUST 
WANTED TO 
GET SAKURA 
AND KUZUMI 
TOGETHER, 
DIDN'T 


IT'S WHAT IT 


VY) g \ TCHIKAWA, 
LIKE ABOUT . SHA 


PRETTY 
SWEET. 


JUST NEED 
70 GO OUT 
ALREADY. 
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I GUESS 
I'M FINALLY 
GONNA 
| CONFESS TO | 


, Kuelitth 


I NEED TO 
PRACTICE. 


AND HE NG 


HEARD MY wh 
CONFESSION | \\ i] YULUMN 
S IP 


. A® 
N 
S 


AND I CAME 
IN WITHOUT 
THINKING. 
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AM 
I REALLY 
GONNA 
MANAGE A 
CONFESSION 
AT THIS 
RATE...? 


ACK! 
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THE 
DECORATIONS 
BY THE GATE 
ARE ABOUT 

TO BLOW 
AWAY. 


I NEED ONE 

OF YOU TO 

COME WITH 
ME AND HELP 
TAPE IT UP 


BETTER. 


SAKURA, 
you CAN 

ENJOY YOUR . wiAT 
BREAK. 3 ARE you 


DorNG? 


ARE THEY 
ARGUING? 


IF KUZUM/ 
ISN'T WITH 
ME, THERE'S 
NO POINT! 


I HAVE 
7O MOVE 
FORWARD, 


side story. After, from Now 
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LOOSE! 


THE BOYS IN CLASS 


HERE'S 
TO GETTING 
THROUGH OUR 
LAST CULTURE 
FESTIVAL 
OF HIGH 


HOW, 
THOUGH, 
OF ALL THE 
GUYS IN 
SCHOOL...? 


WITH THE 
CUTEST, 
MOST 
POPULAR 
BABE AT 
SCHOOL. 


WEIRD- 
oe LOOKING. 
om pm OE 


EVERYONE 
THINKS THEY 
AN JUST SAY 
WHATEVER THEY 
; WANT. 
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EVERYONE 
ELSE'S . 

BuT REACTIONS =\ CONFESSED 
THOSE OF == ARE Ry FIRST? 
US WHO'VE CRAZY. 

BEEN 
WATCHING 
THE WHOLE 
TIME ARE 
JUST LIKE, 

“IT'S ABOUT 
TIME”... 


lt 
DOES FEEL 
LIKE ERIKA’S 
GONE 
FAR AWAY 
SOMEHOW... 


WHENEVER HE 

CAME AROUND, 

| COULD FOCUS 

ONLY ON HIM. 
BACK ON 
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BORING! 


SAKURA- 
SAN. 
WHAT'S 
SO GREAT 
About 
KUZUMU? 


I'VE BEEN 
INTERESTED IN 
HIM. SINCE 


™ ea 
OP > > 


CHANGED SEATS 
\ 


Va 


(: 


T'M REALLY 
KARROKESEEE! 


HAPPY FOR 
You, YOU 
KNOW. 


60. 
HAYASHIII[ 


Ce 


You TWO 
or 
I NEVER 
ReaLizeo LOOK UP 
HOW : 
HAPPY 1’D 
BE SEEING 
YOU TWO 
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THIS'LL BE 


TM NOT A 


VERY GOOD 

SINGER, BUT 

TLL DO MY 
BEST! 


MAYBE WE 
SHOULD 
JUST GIVE 
THINGS A 
CHANCE TO 
SINK IN. 
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WELL, MISAKI, 
YOU'RE 
SITTING OVER 
HERE, 
I BEING ALL 
THOUGHT QUIET... 
YOU MIGHT 
BE FEELING 
DOWN, SO T 
CAME OVER 
TO CHEER 


} YOU UP. 


WHAT 
WAS THAT 
ALL OF A 
SUDDEN? 


you 
DUMMY. 


| HOW LONe 
ARE YOU 
GONNA KEEP 
DRAGGING 
THIS OUT? 


TO CLEAR 
YOUR 
HEAD? 
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Va] 


WANNA 
SING!!! 


SSG 


MISAK). 


ANYMORE... 


THEY'LL 
BE ALL 


tee wHo WOULD 
. MARRY ‘THIS 


BORING, UGLY 


EVERYONE 


I WONDER 
IF THIS CAN 


ANYMORE. 


T STILL... 
DON'T 
KNOW 

WHAT LIES 

AHEAD. 


BECAUSE 
THIS... 


anpt \ ‘ Yy I MIGHT 


MIGHT Gh DO SOME 
SAY RUDE 4 °/% STRANGE 
THINGS... 2 THINGS. 


Anp Tut 
try not to 
make fun 
if You Do 
sometHing 
weirp. 


or if You 

Have rice 

on your 
SHouLpers. 


or if 
j You Have 
or if You bep Heap. 
Have HoLes 
in Your 
SHOES. 


I got 
nervous 
again, anb 


— 
ie 
4 


(ea a # 


| HOW DDT 
MISIUDGE 


THE 
SITUATION 


sO 
| BADLY? 


MY 
IMPRESSION 
OF ERIKA 
WHEN I 
FIRST MET 
HER— 


SHE MIGHT 
LOOK DEMURE, 
BUT SHE CAN 
BE PRETTY 
TEMPESTUOUS 
700. 


1 THE 
THREE OF 
US WERE 

REALLY 
CLOSE. 


BEFORE 
LONG... 


THEN ONE 


ERIKA'S 
DRESS 
WILL BE 
PINKIL 


AND 

I BET FOR 
THE WEDDING 

CEREMONY 
YOU'LL BE IN 
A PURE-WHITE 
DRESS ON A 
SWING UP IN 

THE AIR! 


ee DION'T 
BELIEVE 
/T WHEN 
I HEARD 

ERIKA LIKED 
KUZLUMI. 


J WHY...?- 


+ KUZUMI. 


Anp PL . 
orif You try not to Past 
Have bep Make fun 2 STRANGE 
Heap. if You do | ig THINGS. 
sometains |f 
Weir. 


or if You 
Have rice 


on your 
SHOULDeTS. 
or if 
you Have 
HoLes 
in Your 


ws PLEASE 
ACCEPT ME. 


EVEN 
THOUGH THIS 
1S THE KIND 

OF PERSON I 


o SS 
B83 
ag 
x< 

> 


+.WHY 
KUZLUM/? 


I REALLY 


HAVE NO 


IDEA, 


E.WW ri BEE Fee _ / 


f \ 
| ba _ _— \A| 
~~ BN 
= ZB 148, © 
vi’ / 


YOU BETTER 
MAKE ERIKA 
HAPPY! 


BUT SINCE 


w DLL BELIEVE 
IN THE 


PERSON SHE 
BELIEVES IN. 


ERIKA, 
LET'S SING 


YUKKO, THIS ONE 
! 
you TOGETHER! /S FOR 
ag MY FRIENDS 
TO BE HAPPY 


side story. Love’s Hand (Cream) Magic 


\\\ THIS STORY 
\ TAKES PLACE 


\ A SHORT 
TIME BEFORE 
VALENTINE'S 
DAY GOT INTO 
FLuLL SWING, 


THOUGH, YOU 
TWO ARE SO 
CUTE AND 
POPULAR, YOU 
DON'T REALLY 
NEED IT. 


& RUB 
¥ Rue 


nus SERIOUS 


YOU AREN'T 

LISTENING 

TO A THING 
I SAY. 
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THOSE TWO 
RUBBED ON 


I FOUND 
MISAKIIIL! 


LIKE TO BE 
A POPULAR 
GIRL FOR 
ONCE. 


YOU'RE 4 A I) / You 
CUTE TO % DON’T NEED 
START TO RELY ON 
WITH. L GIMMICKS 
: LIKE THAT. 


wal. SEE. 
60 THAT'S 
HOW YOU 
GET GIRLS 
TO FALL HEAD 
OVER HEELS 
THE WAYS 
OF POPULAR FOR YOU so 
: BOYS ARE - 
OBJECTIVE [ A LITTLE 
OBSERVA- DIFFERENT. 
TION! 


wT PUT THIS 


ON EXPECTING 
SOMETHING 
TO HAPPEN OR | | 
ANYTHING. Pol ON W | | 
i 
HARUNA. Y 
ss 
) z = 
é ps 
ce fe) 4 
eaouMe ‘ ( 
2 


«WHAT \ 
ARE YOU 
DOING? 


T SMELL 2° 
| anes | HM? 


i a 


CONFESSED 
TO KUzZLiM/. 


Kuzumi-kun, Can’t You Read the Room? [7] The End 


5 pecia! thaaks / 


The Gangan Joker 
editovial stat 
My editors, Kawano-sama 
and Kayamoto-sama 
My designer 
Everyone invelvea 
with this work 
All the friends and 
family who supported me 
Everyone who pickea 
up a copy of this book 


KNOCK 
IT OFF 
ALREADY. 


GIRLFRIEND'S 
MAD...POOR 
Guy. 


THEY CLOSE? 
WHICH 1S IT? 


44coming next volume 


ir FIGURES 
You Stilt 
NT READ 


PERFECT, /T 
MAKES ME 


Kuzumi-kun, Can’t You 
Read the Room? 


ERIKA AND HER FRIENDS FINISH HIGH SCHOOL. 
COMING IN 2019. 


WELL... 
WE REALLY 
DON'T HAVE 
ANYTHING IN 


YOU'RE 
STILL GOING 
BY FIRST 
IMPRESSIONS, 
BUT SHE'S 
TAKE —_ INCREDIBLY 
ACLOSER KIND. 
LOOK, AND 
YOU'LL SEE 
HOW SWEET 
SHE CAN BE. 


JUST GO OUT 
ALREADY. 


BUT 
ICHIKAWA 
Ig SUCH 
A GREAT 
PERSON! 


SHE GETS 
RED AND 
BLUSHES 
WHEN I 
CALL HER 
“CUTE.” 


DRAGGED 
INTO 
STUFF BY 
KUZUMI... 


Do you 
WE STILL MEAN? 


HAVE THE 
CULTURE 
FESTIVAL 


PLENTY TO 
DO YET! 


YOU'RE 
RIGHT!! 
WE WILL 
FROM 
HERE ON 
out! 


WE ONLY 
HAVE 
ONE YEAR 
OF HIGH 
SCHOOL 
LEFT. 


LET'S HAVE 


TRANSLATION NOTES 


no honorific: Indicates familiarity or closeness; if used without permission or reason, 
addressing someone in this manner would constitute an insult. 

-san: The Japanese equivalent of Mr./Mrs./Miss. If a situation calls for politeness, this is the 
fail-safe honorific. 

-sama: Conveys great respect; may also indicate the social status of the speaker is lower than 
that of the addressee. 

-kun: Used most often when referring to boys, this honorific indicates affection or familiarity. 
Occasionally used by older men among their peers, but it may also be used by anyone 
referring to a person of lower standing. 

-chan: An affectionate honorific indicating familiarity used mostly in reference to girls; also 
used in reference to cute persons or animals of either gender. 


Currency Conversion 
While conversion rates fluctuate, an estimate for Japanese yen conversion is ¥100 to 1 USD. 


Page 58 
In Japan, Valentine's Day is traditionally a day where girls give chocolates to boys. White 
Day, held one month later, on March 14, is the day when guys who received chocolates 
reciprocate by giving chocolate to the girls. 


Page 101 
In Japan, the last item on a McDonald's menu is a smile for ¥0. If you order the smile with your 
meal, the cashier actually puts it on your receipt. 


Page 108 
Indoor slippers, called uwabaki, are special shoes meant only to be worn inside a building 
to protect the floors. Students have shoe lockers where they swap out their shoes each day. 
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episode.43 


CLASS 2-4 
Is HOSTING 
A HAUNTED 
HOOOUSE! 


HOPEFULLY, 
SHE WAS 
ACTUALLY 
ABLE TO 

TELL HIM.. 


COME HAVE 


KUZUMI 
AND SAKURA 
Ne 


HAVEN'T 
COME BACK 
YET... 


I BET 
SHE BLEW 
IT AND IS 

OFF CRYING 

SO} 


episode.43 The Journey from “| Like You” Onward 


SORRY FOR 
GRABBING 
YOU OUT OF 
THE BLUE 
LIKE THAT. 


ALWaySs 


---LIKED 
SPARROWS. 
AREN'T 
THEY THE 
CUTEST? 


I HAVE TO 
TELL YOU 
SOMETHING. 


IM SURE 


WE'VE 
ALWAYS 
BEEN 
LIKE SHIPS 
PASSING IN 


But THE NIGHT. 


WE'VE 
SHARED 
SOME 
LAUGHS. 


IM SO 
DISTRACTED 
BY THE BIRDS, 


ii ull 


MY FEELINGS 
SHOULD 
HAVE GOTTEN 
THROUGH TO 


HIM ALREADY. 


kUZUMI. 


T REALIZE 
NOW YOU'RE 
THE ONE WHO'S 
STOOD BY ME 
SINCE MY FIRST 
YEAR OF HIGH 
SCHOOL. 


we (AN GO 
SOMEWHERE 
ELSE? 


AN EMPTY 
CLASSROOM 
Mi 


erie talanih Mier ede 


House! 


KUZUMI, 
WANNA GO 
TO THE 
HAUNTED 


KNEES! 


TWO 
INCOMING. 


TT 
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IF YOU LEAVE 
ME, I'LL NEVER 
FORGIVE you! 
yOU BETTER 
NOT LEAVE ME. 


IF YOU LEAVE 
ME, I'LL BE SO 
MAD. 


<3) 


KUZLIMI. 


It’s 
AFTER 
vuus!! 


WAS THAT, 
KUZUMI? 
YOU S-S-S- 
SCARED ME. 


SOMEHOW, 
JT ENDED UP 
TOUCHING 


SO MANY 
TIMES, 1 
M1STOOK 
KuZuM1 FOR 
AGHOST... 
WHAT 15 My 
PROBLEM...2 


ICANT 
WANDLE 
THIS ANy- 
MORE... 
TSCREAMED 
my HEART 
Out... 
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SERIOUSLY 
FREAKED 
our. 


YOU'RE SO 
MISLEADING! 
AT LEAST SAY 


SOMETHING 
IF YOU HAVE 
TO GO TO THE 
BATHROOM!! 


I HATE THE 
WAY I KEEP 
RUNNING 
BECAUSE I 
DON'T WANT 
TO GET 
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IT'S HARD 
ENOUGH 
DECIDING 


SO WE 
END UP 
IN SOME 
THICKET. 


IT's 

ALWAYS 

LIKE 

THIS 

WHEN 

YOU'RE TI HANG 

PLAIN AND OUT 

BORING WITH 

AND you! 
SHORT! 
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KUZUM/ 
PROBABLY 
WON'T 
EVEN SAY 
ANYTHING. 


IT MIGHT 
RUIN THE 
MOMENT. 


IT'S JUST 
THE 
BEGINNING. 


YOU 
REALLY... 


CAN READ 
THE ROOM, 
BUT AT THE 
SAME TIME, 
YOU CAN'T. 


t's ALMOST 


SUNDOWN 


YOU'RE 
ALREADY 
PREPARING 
TO COMFORT 
THEM!? 


ICHIKAWA, 
YOU TOOK? 


MA 
SOMETHING 
HAPPENED. 


I'M SURE IF 
YOU HAVE A 
BITE TO EAT, 
YOu'LL BE 
ABLE TO HELP 
THEM CHEER 
up. 


WE DON'T 
KNOW FOR 
SURE THAT 
IT WENT 
POORLY, 
RIGHT, THOUGH... 


ICHIKAWA 
ne? 


IN THEIR 
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DECIDED TO 
GO OUT... 


YOU;RE 
RISSING 


GLAD YOU 
GUYS ARE 
OKAY AND 
WERE ABLE 
TO FINALLY 
GET AN 
ANSWER. 


vaso 
RELIEVED, 
in 


CRYING. 


I WONDER IF 
KUZUMI EVEN 


UNDERSTANDS... 


WHAT IT 


=| wEANs To 6° 
WS OUT 


IT’S NOT 
JUST THAT 
YOU'VE CRACKED 
BECAUSE THINGS 
DIDN'T GO 
WELL...2 


ERIKA, YOU 
SURE YOU'RE 
NOT HALLUCI- 

NATING!? 


THAT'S 


GREAT FOR 
yOu TWO! 
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NOW I'M 
NERVOUS. 


WE'LL 
y ALL MEET 
UP AT THE 
KARAOKE 
PLACE AT 
FOUR P.M.! 
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